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INTRODUCTION 

This  document  is  an  interagency  summary  of  the  major  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages of  Colstrip  transmission  corridor  options.  Most  of  the  information  is 
condensed  from  the  Colstrip  Transmission  Environmental  Report  (TER). 

In  March  1978,  the  Montana  State  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management, 
the  Regional  Forester  for  Region  I  of  the  U.S.  Forest  Service,  and  the 
Bonneville  Power  Administration  (BPA)  Administrator  agreed  to  a  joint  evalu- 
ation of  key  factors  which  would  affect  federal  decisions  on  a  right-of-way 
corridor  for  the  Colstrip  transmission  lines,  should  the  overall  project  be 
approved.  This  allowed  the  public  to  review  not  only  the  analysis  of  impacts 
in  the  Colstrip  Environmental  Impact  Statement,  but  also  initial  management 
determinations  on  items  considered  important  in  the  analysis. 

Therefore,  in  early  summer  of  1978,  an  interagency  group  was  established  to 
develop  a  summary  of  key  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  federal  corridor 
options  for  review  by  management.  The  three  agency  officials  approved  a  set 
of  criteria  under  which  the  summary  would  be  developed,  and  met  again  to 
approve  the  following  document  on  September  26,  1978. 

The  public  reviewed  this  analysis,  as  well  as  other  agencies,  during  their 
review  of  the  Colstrip  Project  EIS  between  March  and  April  1979.  Issues  and 
concerns  surfaced  at  that  time  were  used  to  help  develop  this  final  option 

document. 

Two  things  are  important  to  understand  in  reviewing  this  summary.  First, 
options  presented  in  this  document  deal  only  with  items  to  consider  in 
reaching  federal  decisions  to  approve  or  deny  a  right-of-way  corridor  across 
federal  lands.  The  document  does  not  address  centerline  right-of-way 
issuance.  Further,  any  corridor  decision  is  connected  to  final  decisions  on 
the  construction  of  Colstrip  Units  3  and  4  and  related  coal  mining  opera- 
tions. 

Second,  federal  agencies  are  charged,  under  the  National  Environmental  Policy 
Act,  with  evaluating  all  impacts  of  a  project,  not  just  those  affecting 
federal  lands.  The  summary  therefore  addresses  advantages  and  disadvantages 
of  the  corridor  options  regardless  of  whether  they  occur  on  federal  land  or 
fall  directly  under  federal  jurisdiction. 

Some  of  the  major  issues  raised  by  the  transmission  line  portion  of  the 
Colstrip  project  include: 

1.  Overall  environmental  impacts  of  the  transmission  lines. 

2.  Overall  need  for  the  electricity  to  be  generated  by  the  Colstrip 
Project. 

3.  Crossing  of  the  Flathead  Indian  Reservation. 

4.  Impacts  of  residential  areas  and  people  generally. 

5.  Use  of  existing  utility  corridors  as  opposed  to  the  development  of 
a  new  corridor. 


6.  Adverse  impacts  on  unique  natural  resources  and  scenic  beauty. 

7.  Encroachment  on  designated  wilderness  or  natural  areas. 

8.  Project  cost. 

9.  Potential  BPA  construction  of  part  of  the  line. 

10.  Compatibility  with  State  of  Montana  approved  corridor. 

I.    INTERAGENCY  CORRIDOR  OPTION  PROCESS 

The  objective  of  this  interagency  summary  process  is  to  identify  and  evaluate 
the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  alternate  corridor  options  available  to 
the  Forest  Service  and  the  BLM  as  federal  land  managers,  and  potentially  to 
BPA  should  they  ultimately  become  involved  in  a  construction  decision.  The 
ultimate  goal  of  cooperation  on  such  a  summary  is  the  agreement  on  a  single 
corridor  recommendation  by  the  federal  agencies  involved. 

Initially,  the  summary  process  used  a  set  of  factors  considered  important  by 
the  agency  managers  to  identify,  organize,  and  evaluate  key  advantages  and 
disadvantages  connected  with  each  of  the  major  Colstrip  corridor  options 
developed  in  the  TER.  Those  advantages  and  disadvantages  considered  major 
were  then  listed  by  corridor.  These  tables  comprise  Part  V  of  the  Option 
Summary.  The  two  summary  charts  in  the  appendix  further  compare  this  infor- 
mation by  those  categories  thought  to  be  most  important  after  the  analysis 
was  completed.  The  factors  considered  in  developing  corridor  advantages  and 
disadvantages  include: 

-  Overall  environmental  impact. 

-  Overall  visual  impacts  including  areas  of  high  impact. 

-  Impact  on  commercial  forest. 

-  Impact  on  agricultural  operations. 

-  Conflict  with  special  management  areas  and  unique  resources. 

-  Overall  impact  on  recreation  sites  and  values. 

-  Effect  on  fish  and  wildlife  habitat,  threatened  and  endangered  species. 

-  Cultural  resource  impact. 

-  Effect  on  residential  area. 

-  Construction  costs. 

-  Transmission  corridor  length. 

-  Flathead  Indian  jurisdiction. 

-  Degree  of  paralleling  of  existing  powerlines. 

-  Present  project  approval  status  under  state  jurisdiction. 

-  Implementation  schedule. 

-  Compatibility  with  existing  federal  land  use  plans. 

-  Impact  on  energy  conservation. 

-  Annual  operating  cost. 

-  Adaptability  to  long  range  electrical  plans. 

-  Specific  public  comments  or  positions. 

Evaluation  of  public  comments  on  the  Colstrip  Draft  Environmental  Statement 
and  transmission  options  has  led  to  some  further  analysis  and  revision  of  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages  presented  to  land  managers  to  assist  in  their 


corridor  decision.  A  number  of  comments  led  to  changes  in  the  information 
presented  in  the  Transmission  Environmental  Analysis,  but  did  not  directly 
change  relative  corridor  advantages  or  disadvantages. 

The  BLM  State  Director,  Montana,  and  the  Regional  Forester,  Region  I,  must 
now  review  these  options  with  the  intent  of  jointly  recommending  the 
federally  approved  corridor  for  the  Colstrip  project,  should  the  project 
receive  ultimate  approval  and  the  designation  of  such  a  corridor  appear  in 
the  public  interest.  This  decision  will  be  made  with  advice  and  consul- 
tation with  the  Bonneville  Power  Administration  to  the  extent  that  such 
a  decision  might  also  affect  BPA  operation.  A  notice  of  decision  will 
subsequently  be  filed  in  accordance  with  the  new  Council  on  Environmental 
Quality  regulations  (40  CFR  Part  1505) . 

II.   FEDERAL  MANAGEMENT  OPTIONS 

Included  are  options  for  the  designation  of  a  suitable  right-of-way  corridor 
under  provisions  of  the  Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  (90  Stat. 
2473),  Section  503.  The  preferred  corridor  would  be  the  context  for  con- 
sidering, processing,  and  acting  upon  a  specific  right-of-^way  application  (s) 
for  the  crossing  of  federal  lands.  Federal  agencies,  primarily  the  Forest 
Service  and  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  have  four  broad  management 
options,  once  this  stage  in  the  decision  process  is  reached. 

A.  Delay  any  federal  corridor  action.  Since  this  option  rests 
with  a  decision  on  the  overall  project,  it  is  not  analyzed  in 
this  option  document. 

B.  Approve  the  Applicant's  Proposed  Corridor  and  proceed  with 
centerline  right-of-way  processing,  contingent  upon  overall 
project  approval. 

C.  Deny  existing  right-of-way  applications,  with  the  decision 
that  the  applicant's  proposed  corridor  is  unacceptable  to 
the  federal  agencies;  but  approve  an  alternate  corridor  as 
suitable  and  within  which  the  federal  agencies  would  favorably 
act  upon  a  new  right-of-way  application (s) . 

D.  Decide  that  no  federal  corridor  is  suitable  for  land  use 
purposes  as  compared  with  project  benefits,  and  deny 
existing  right-of-way  applications  for  the  crossing  of 
federal  lands. 

In  addition,  one  other  type  of  decision  could  be  involved: 

E.  The  Bonneville  Power  Administration  has  been  asked  by  the 
Montana  Power  Company  to  construct  part  of  the  lines.  The 
advantages  and  disadvantages  of  a  BPA  decision  to  construct 
are  presented  in  option  Tables  6  and  8.  Any  BPA  decision 
is  contingent  upon  the  overall  federal  corridor  decision, 
among  other  factors. 


III.   ACTIONS  REQUIRED  BY  FEDERAL  AGENCIES 


Federal  agencies  have  the  responsibility  to  make  decisions  for  various 
aspects  of  the  Colstrip  project  or  are  required  to  provide  appropriate 
consultation  during  the  decisionmaking  process.  Their  responsibilities  are: 


Agency 

Department  of  Agriculture 
Forest  Service  (FS) 


Rural  Electrification 
Administration  (REA) 


Department  of  the  Army 
Corps  of  Engineers  (CoE) 


Action  Required 


Grant  easements  across  National  Forest 
System  Lands  and  Special  Use  Permits  for 
access  roads  as  required. 

The  Rural  Electrification  Administration 
(REA)  has  participated  in  the  preparation  of 
this  EIS  as  Cooperating  Agency  No.  USDA-REA- 
EIS  (ADM  79-8-F),  and  intends  to  use  it  to 
fulfill  its  requirements  under  the  National 
Environmental  Policy  Act.  In  this  case, 
REA's  anticipated  potential  actions  are 
those  of  guaranteeing  load  funds  for  two 
power  generation  and  transmission  coopera- 
tives, Central  Montana  G&T  and  Upper 
Missouri  G&T;  the  first  having  indicated  an 
interest  to  buy  equity  into  the  Colstrip 
Project  for  a  power  share  of  7  percent,  and 
the  latter  for  a  power  share  of  3  percent. 


Issue  permits  for  stream/river  crossings 
(i.e.,  Yellowstone,  Missouri,  Little 
Blackfoot,  Blackfoot,  Jocko,  and  Flathead 
Rivers).  Permits  are  required  before 
crossing  any  stream  flowing  5  cubic  feet  per 
second  or  more. 


Department  of  Energy 
Bonneville  Power 
Administration  (BPA) 


Western  Area  Power 
Administration  (WAPA) 


Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA) 


Potential  construction  integrating  trans- 
mission facilities  from  Hot  Springs  to 
Townsend  or  Blossburg  (or  permit  interconnec- 
tions and  delivery  of  Colstrip  generation  at 
the  BPA  Hot  Springs  substation). 

Provide  consultation  on  the  relationship 
between  the  project  and  the  power  develop- 
ment program  of  the  United  States. 


Secretary  of  the  Interior  will  not  consider 
granting  an  easement  for  the  corridor  until 
the  Kootenai  and  Salish  Tribal  Council  has 
agreed . 


Bureau  of  Land  Management 
(BLM) 


Bureau  of  Reclamation  (BR) 


Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
(FWS) 


Office  of  Surface  Mining 
(OSM) 


Geological  Survey  (GS) 


Environmental  Protection 
Agency  (EPA) 


IV.   MAJOR  CORRIDOR  OPTIONS 


BLM  is  responsible  for  designating  right-of- 
way  corridors  and  issuance  of  rights-of-way 
or  temporary  use  permits  for  primary  and 
ancillary  facilities,  including  transmission 
lines,  access  roads,  and  staging  areas. 
Also,  leasing  of  federal  coal,  including 
development  of  all  special  requirements  to 
be  included  in  federal  coal  leases  related 
to  management  and  protection  of  all 
resources  and  post  mining  land  use  of  the 
affected  lands,  authorization  for  land  uses 
involved  with  plant  siting,  if  public  lands 
are  involved. 

One  water  supply  alternative  is  a  negotiated 
service  contract  for  Yellowtail  Unit,  Big- 
horn Lake  water,  under  Bureau  of  Reclamation 
jurisdiction. 

Issue  permits  for  compatible  use  of 
lands  and  waters  administered  by  FWS  (e.g., 
National  Bison  Range  near  St.  Ignatius)  and 
advise  other  agencies  on  effects  of  their 
actions  on  fish  and  wildlife  resources  and 
habitats. 

The  lead  federal  agency  for  mine  plan 
approval  and  supervision  of  activities  under 
an  approved  mine  plan. 

Confer  with  OSM  on  mining  plan  approval  with 
respect  to  maximum  economic  recovery  and 
conservation  of  the  coal  resources  for 
federal  coal  leases  in  the  Colstrip  study 
area. 

Independent  of  the  EIS,  decide  on  issuance 
of  Prevention  of  Significant  Deterioration 
(PSI)  permit  for  Colstrip  3  and  4.   (The 
June  1978  EPA  decision  to  deny  the  PSD 
permit  is  connected  to  litigation  on  whether 
the  permit  is  required.)  The  EPA  also 
reviews  CoE  "404"  permits. 


The  following  corridor  options  are  analyzed  in  Part  V,  ANALYSIS  SUMMARY. 
(Also  reference  attached  map.) 


Corridor  Options* 
Applicant's  Proposed  Corridor  (A-C1-S-C3-E1-E2-E3-G-L) 
Siegel  Pass  Alternative  Corridor  (A-C1-S-C3-C4-E1-E2-E3-H-J-M1-F-M3) 
Great  Falls  Alternative  Corridor  (A-B-G-L) 

Helena  Alternative  Corridor  (A-C1-S-C3-C4-F-I-J-K-L)  (MacDonald  Pass) 
Helena  Alternative  Corridor  (A-C1-S-C3-C4-E1-E2-P-I-J-K-L)  (Avon  Valley)** 
Townsend-Boulder  Alternative  Corridor**  (A-C1-O-D3-D4-I-J-K-L) 
Trident-Siegel  Pass  Alternative  Corridor  (A-D1-D2-D3-D4-I-J-M1-R-M3) 
Trident-Boulder  Alternative  Corridor  (A-D1-D2-D3-D4-I-J-K-L) 
Butte-Anaconda  Alternative  Corridor  (A-D1-Q-D4-I-J-K-L) 
No  Federally  Approved  Corridor 


♦Because  sensitive  issues  surround  either  the  crossing  of  the  Flathead  Indian 
Reservation  over  Section  L-K  or  the  crossing  of  Siegel  Pass  by  Route  N1-R-M3, 
a  separate  comparison  of  these  corridors  is  included  as  Appendix  1.  Depend- 
ing upon  jurisdictional  and  other  considerations,  any  preferred  corridor, 
short  of  segment  J,  would  have  these  two  routing  options. 

**BPA  Build  Option  is  analyzed  as  a  possibility  on  these  corridors. 


V.   ANALYSIS  SUMMARY 

The  following  12  tables  reflect  the  significant  advantages  and  disadvantages 
of  corridor  options  identified  by  BPA,  BLM,  and  the  Forest  Service.  They  are 
based  on  evaluations  of  the  corridor  decision  factors  discussed  earlier. 
Appendix  2  consists  of  two  charts  which  summarize  graphically  the  major 
cor r  idor  cons  idera t  ions . 
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VI.   SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  AND  AGENCY  REVIEW 

Copies  of  the  draft  EIS,  the  TER,  and  draft  Federal  Corridor  Option  Summary 
were  available  for  review  by  the  public  and  state  and  federal  agencies. 
Public  hearings  were  held  in  Butte,  Billings,  Helena,  Missoula,  and  Forsyth. 
Comments  related  to  the  proposed  Colstrip  transmission  line  and  its  alterna- 
tive corridors  were  obtained  from  letters  and  from  hearing  transcripts.  This 
summary  of  comments  and  concerns  is  limited  to  those  comments  directed  at  the 
transmission  lines  or  corridors  only. 

Comments  were  received  from  78  people  from  12  Montana  communities  and  9 
states.  Two  petitions  were  also  submitted  by  concerned  groups.  Commentors 
represented  local,  state,  and  federal  government  agencies,  tribal  entities 
and  their  agents,  community  organizations,  educational  representatives, 
conservation  groups,  and  private  individuals. 

Resource  issues  of  concern  include  potential  impacts  on  agricultural  lands, 
other  land  uses,  wildlife,  forest  land,  rangeland,  floodplains  and  wetlands, 
wilderness  and  roadless  areas,  vegetation  and  soils,  noise,  recreation, 
historical,  archeological  and  cultural  resources,  social  resources,  local 
economics,  employment,  and  visual  impacts.  Other  comments  indicated  concerns 
about  safety,  reliability  factors,  interference  with  communications,  alter- 
nate ways  of  transmitting  energy  out  of  Montana,  project  delays,  and  legal 
ramifications.  Some  of  the  specific  group  or  agency  concerns  and  recommenda- 
tions are  summarized  below: 

Agricultural  Interests  -  A  number  of  farmers,  ranchers,  and  agriculturally 
oriented  interests  expressed  the  desire  to  have  potential  impacts  on 
agricultural  lands  receive  greater  consideration.  Disruption  of  farming 
activities,  both  on  irrigated  and  non-irrigated  farmlands,  and  problems 
associated  with  locating  additional  towers  and  guy  lines  where  existing  lines 
already  cross  farm  and  ranchlands  were  specifically  mentioned.  Potential 
devaluation  of  land  was  also  of  concern.  Segments  Dj  and  D2  are  most 
involved  by  these  comments  (Trident-Boulder,  Butte-Anaconda ,  and  Trident- 
Siegel  Pass  Options). 

Meagher. County  Planning  Board  -  This  group  expressed  concerns  on  the  part  of 
landowners  in  Meagher  County.  Segment  C^  of  the  Applicant's  Proposed 
Corridor  (plus  four  corridor  alternatives)  passes  through  this  county.  Their 
concerns  include  potential  weed  and  erosion  hazards,  visual  impacts,  creating 
public  access  through  private  lands,  and  creation  of  a  new  corridor  north  of 
the  Crazy  Mountains  as  compared  to  utilizing  the  existing  corridor  south  of 
the  mountains.  They  acknowledged  potential  economic  benefits  should  the 
project  cross  Meagher  County. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  (USDI)  -  Personnel  from  the  Billings  Area  Office  of 
this  agency  expressed  a  preferred  route  from  the  standpoint  of  preservation 
of  fish  and  wildlife  resources.  Their  preferred  corridor  would  follow 
segments  A-C1-C2-C3-C4-E1-E2-E3-H-J-K-L.  This  is  the  same  corridor  as  the 
Applicant's  Proposed  Corridor,  except  that  segment  G  (a  high  fish  and 


wildlife  impact  area)  is  by-passed  by  substituting  segments  H,  J,  and  K. 
Segment  C2  of  this  preferred  corridor  passes  through  the  Limestone  Hills  west 
of  Townsend.  Specific  reasons  were  presented  for  this  preferred  alignment. 

Elk-Logging  Study  Group  -  The  Montana  Cooperative  (USDA,  USDI,  Montana  Fish 
and  Game  Department  and  University  of  Montana)  Elk-Logging  Study  in  the 
Chamberlain  Creek  area  (segment  H)  has  been  conducted  for  the  past  8  years 
and  is  scheduled  to  continue  through  September  1984.  Personnel  from  this 
study  group  and  its  steering  committee  expressed  strong  concerns  that 
constructing  transmission  lines  across  the  study  area  would  be  totally 
disruptive.  They  state  the  study  is  now  entering  its  most  productive  phase. 

Tribal  Entities  -  Agents  representing  the  Confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai 
Tribes  of  the  Flathead  Reservation  submitted  comments  reflecting  the  position 
of  the  Tribes  and  Tribal  Council.  These  comments  raise  specific  legal  points 
of  importance,  with  particular  relevance  to  the  possible  decision  that  a 
portion  of  the  lines  would  be  constructed  by  BPA  on  a  right-of-way  acquired 
in  1951  across  the  reservation.  They  are  opposed  to  having  the  corridor 
cross  the  "Jocko  Primitive  Area/'  and  concerned  about  the  reliability  of 
double  circuits  supported  on  single  towers,  increased  potential  environmental 
impacts  should  BPA  build  a  portion  of  the  lines,  problems  with  farming  and 
ranching,  proximity  to  populous  areas,  and  safety. 

A  stand  by  a  number  of  Tribal  members  who  do  not  oppose  construction  of  the 
lines  across  the  reservation  was  revealed  by  a  petition  submitted  by  "The 
Voice  of  the  Indian  People  of  the  Confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes  of 
the  Flathead  Reservation."  This  petition  was  signed  by  165  individuals  who 
state  that  they  do  not  oppose  the  lines  as  long  as  the  Tribes  are  paid  a 
rental  for  the  new  lines,  the  rental  fee  to  be  approved  by  the  Tribal  Council 
prior  to  any  construction. 

Heritage  Conservation  and  Recreation  Service  (USDI)  -  The  Director  of  the 
HCRS  expressed  continued  concern  of  his  agency  relative  to  impacts  of  the 
appplicant's  proposed  alignment  (segment  G)  on  the  nationally-recognized 
scenic  and  recreational  values  of  the  Blackfoot  River.  Because  of  the 
national  significance  of  these  values  and  the  cooperative  efforts  to  manage 
and  protect  them,  this  agency  continues  to  oppose  any  proposed  alignment 
(Applicant's  Proposed  and  Great  Falls  Alternative  Corridors)  which  introduces 
new  intrusions  to  the  Blackfoot  River.  They  recommend  that  serious 
consideration  be  given  to  alternative  alignments  which  would  avoid  this  area. 

Northwest  Helena  Valley  Residents  -  Sixty  nine  residents  of  the  northwest 
Helena  Valley  area  signed  a  petition  stating  they  adamantly  oppose  the 
construction  and  maintenance  of  Colstrip  transmission  lines  through  and/or 
near  their  properties.  They  specified  several  reasons  for  their  opposition, 
including  aesthetic,  noise,  radio  and  TV  intereference,  shock  hazard,  health 
hazards,  land  values,  and  existence  of  better  alternatives  to  transmission 
lines  for  accomplishing  the  same  purpose.  The  corridors  that  would  directly 
influence  this  group  of  residents  are  those  which  utilize  segment  E^ 
(Applicant's  Proposed,  Siegel  Pass,  and  Helena-Avon  Valley). 
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Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (USDI)  -  The  Flathead  Agency  (BIA)  made  a  number  of 
comments  in  behalf  of  the  agency  and  the  Confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai 
Tribes  concerning  statements  in  the  draft  EIS  which  1)  are  accurate  and 
should  receive  more  emphasis  in  the  final  EIS;  2)  are  definitely  in  error  and 
should  be  corrected;  and  3)  were  omitted  and  should  be  included  in  the  final 
EIS.  The  agency  did  not  suggest  a  preferred  corridor.  The  Northern  Cheyenne 
Agency  (BIA)  expressed  concerns  relative  to  mining  and  generation,  but  not  to 
transmission  aspects. 

U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  -  This  agency  recommends  that  the  routes 
with  the  lowest  environmental  impacts  be  chosen,  but  that  the  Siegel  Pass 
link  (a  high  environmental  impact  area)  to  Plains  be  utilized  to  avoid 
crossing  the  Flathead  reservation.  They  further  recommend  that  proper 
mitigation  of  impacts,  water  quality  in  particular,  be  a  requirement  of  any 
transmission  line.  Of  additional  concern  was  the  lack  of  a  direct  comparison 
between  the  K-L  link  crossing  the  Flathead  Reservation  and  the  M1-R-M3 
alternative  link  across  Siegel  Pass,  both  of  which  could  serve  in  eight  of 
the  alternative  corridors. 

Montana  Power  Company  (Applicant)  -  A  very  comprehensive  review  of  the  draft 
documents  was  made  by  Montana  Power  Company  (MPC).  Their  concerns  involved 
all  aspects  of  the  transmission  reports,  including  the  environmental 
analysis,  methodologies,  accuracies,  editorial  comments,  special  problem 
areas,  and  other  specifics.  Addressing  the  extensive  list  of  MPC  comments 
resulted  in  many  alterations  of  the  analysis  documents.  MPC's  materials  were 
supportive  of  the  Applicant's  Proposed  Corridor. 

All  comments  relating  to  transmission  aspects  were  addressed  by  the  TER  Study 
Team  and  appropriate  actions  were  taken.  Corrections,  additions,  and  dele- 
tions for  each  document  were  specified.  Clarifications  concerning  methodol- 
ogy, reasoning,  and  procedural  matters  were  made  where  needed.  A  complete 
copy  of  all  public  comments  and  responses  is  included  in  the  final  Colstrip 
EIS. 

These  comments  are  summarized  here  and  in  Chart  B  to  indicate  for  management 
major  agency  and  group  positions  on  the  corridor  options.  Most  transmission 
comments,  however,  including  much  of  these  comments,  are  reflected  directly 
in  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  tables — and  in  the  changes  and  revisions 
made  in  these  since  the  draft  option  summary  was  released. 
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APPENDIX  1 

Comparison  of  Siegel  Pass  (M1-R-M3)  and  Flathead  Reservation  (K-L)  Segments 

Because  of  strong  issues  raised  in  both  the  analysis  and  in  public  comment  to 
issues  surrounding  the  routing  of  the  corridor  across  the  Flathead  Indian 
Reservation,  the  following  comparisons  have  been  included  to  compare  the 
preferred  routing  across  the  Reservation  from  the  environmental  standpoint 
(corridor  K-L)  with  the  alternative  public  land  routing  across  Siegel  Pass 
(M1-F-M3).  This  is  to  provide  the  decisionmakers  with  an  understanding  of 
these  comparisons,  since  the  federal  corridor  can  indicate  a  preference  for 
crossing  the  reservation,  but  a  corridor  designation  across  the  Reservation 
falls  within  the  jurisidiction  of  the  confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai 
tribes. 

Major  differences  in  federal  lands  crossed  is  apparent  (0.7  miles  via  the 
Reservation  and  26.9  miles  via  Siegel  Pass).  Also,  much  more  state  and 
private  lands  are  crossed  over  the  Siegel  Pass  link  (29.3  miles  vs.  2.8 
miles).  The  potential  for  total  forest  land  cut  is  more  than  twice  as  great 
over  Siegel  Pass  (395  acres  vs.  885  acres). 

Slight  advantages  for  the  Siegel  Pass  link  include  only  23  acres  of  dryland 
farming  potentially  removed  from  production  as  compared  to  40  acres  on  the 
link  crossing  the  Reservation,  fewer  State  Parks  and  Recreation  Areas 
influenced  (1  vs.  2),  and  fewer  scenic  travelways  crossed  (6  vs.  9). 
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TER  Scores* 

(Scores  from  P  VI-4a 
(Table  VI- 1)  TER) 


Corridor  K-L 
(Reservation  Route) 


Corridor  MjR  M3 
(Siegel  Pass) 


Length : 

Fish  and  Wildlife 
Land  Suitability 
Surface  Water 
Veg.  Cover 
Un.  Nat.  Res. 
Agr.  Lands 
Comm.  For.  Land 
Rangeland 
Rec.  Resources 
Pre.  and  Hist. 
Human  Pop. 
Visual  Res. 


1.8  miles 

56.2  miles 

120 

294 

158 

162 

52 

62 

208 

246 

0 

9 

96 

180 

108 

246 

52 

170 

197 

319 

195 

165 

195 

193 

327 

470 

TOTAL 

Paralleling 
adjustment 


1,708 


-  229 


1,479 


2,516 


2,516 


^Higher  scores,  or  numerical  presentation  of  impact  severity,  indicate 
greater  undesirable  environmental  impact  on  these  resource  categories 
From  Colstrip  Transmission  Environmental  Report  (TER) . 
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Data  Summary  From 

P  VI-6a 
(Table  VI-3)  TER 


Corridor  K-L        Corridor  MjR  M3 
(Reservation  Route) (Siegel  Pass) 


Fed.  Lands 

Reserv.  Lands 

St.  and  Private  Lands 

Total  Forest  Land  Cut 

Agr.  Land/Irrig.  Land 


0.7  miles 

48.3  miles 

2.8  miles 

395   acres 

40/1.5  acres 


26.9  miles 

0   miles 

29.3  miles 

885   acres 

23/3.3  acres 


—  No  high  sediment  risk  soils  either  way  — 

Waterbodies  crossed        30  38 

Recreation,  Waterway        7  10 

St.  Parks-Rec.  Areas        2  1 

Scenic  Travelways 

(crossed)                9  6 

(miles  paralleled)       30  miles  53  miles 

Historic  Trails            0  0 

Nat.  Reg.  &  Hist.  Sites     1  6 

Elk  Winter  Range/ 

Key  Elk  Areas            1/0  18/2 

—  No  grizzly  critical  habitat  on  either  — 


Bureau  of  Land  Management 
Library 

Bldg.  50,  Denver  Federal  Center 
Denver,  CO  80225 
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